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The American West, 150 Years Ago
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In the 1860s and 70s, photographer Timothy O'Sullivan created some of the best-known images in
American History. After covering the U.S. Civil War, (many of his photos appear in this earlier
series), O'Sullivan joined a number of expeditions organized by the federal government to help
document the new frontiers in the American West. The teams were composed of soldiers, scientists,
artists, and photographers, and tasked with discovering the best ways to take advantage of the
region's untapped natural resources. O'Sullivan brought an amazing eye and work ethic, composing
photographs that evoked the vastness of the West. He also documented the Native American
population as well as the pioneers who were already altering the landscape. Above all, O'Sullivan
captured -- for the first time on film -- the natural beauty of the American West in a way that would
later influence Ansel Adams and thousands more photographers to come. [34 photos]
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2 Pah-Ute (Paiute) Indian group, near Cedar, Utah, in 1872.
&= (Timothy O'Sullivan/National Archives and Records Administration) # m
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Twin buttes stand near Green River City, Wyoming, photographed in 1872.
~? (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # mi
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4 Members of Clarence King's Fortieth Parallel Survey team, near Oreana, Nevada, in 1867.
—L  (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # m
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5 The Pyramid and Domes, a line of dome-shaped tufa rocks in Pyramid Lake, Nevada, seen in 1867.
=2 (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # m
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Boat crew of the "Picture" at Diamond Creek. Photo shows photographer Timothy O'Sullivan, fourth from left, with
fellow members of the Wheeler survey and Native Americans, following ascent of the Colorado River through the
Black Canyon in 1871 (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # m
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'I O Shoshone Falls, Snake River, Idaho. A view across top of the falls in 1874.
1 M (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # mi
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'I 2 Timothy O'Sullivan's darkroom wagon, pulled by four mules, entered the frame at the right side of the

photograph, reached the center of the image, and turned around, heading back out of the frame. Footprints lead

from the wagon toward the camera, revealing the photographer's path. Photo taken in 1867, in the Carson Sink,
part of Nevada's Carson Desert. (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # m
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'I The mining town of Gold Hill, just south of Virginia City, Nevada, in 1867.
(Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # m
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'I A wooden balanced incline used for gold mining, at the Illinois Mine in the Pahranagat Mining District, Nevada in

1871. An ore car would ride on parallel tracks connected to a pulley wheel at the top of tracks.
(Timothy O'Sullivan/National Archives and Records Administration) # m
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200 feet above the canyon floor, in Arizona in

looking past walls that rise some 1
Sullivan/National Archives and Records Administration) # m

’

The head of Canyon de Chelly,

1873. (Timothy O
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'I 7 Headlands north of the Colorado River Plateau, 1872.
1§ (Timothy O'Sullivan/National Archives and Records Administration) # m
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2 Nearly 150 years ago, photographer O'Sullivan came across this evidence of a visitor to the West that preceded
his own expedition by another 150 years -- A Spanish inscription from 1726. This close-up view of the inscription
carved in the sandstone at Inscription Rock (El Morro National Monument), New Mexico reads, in English: "By this
place passed Ensign Don Joseph de Payba Basconzelos, in the year in which he held the Council of the Kingdom at
his expense, on the 18th of February, in the year 1726". (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # m
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(Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # m

2 The "Nettie", an expedition boat on the Truckee River, western Nevada, in 1867.
&= 1 (Timothy O'Sullivan/National Archives and Records Administration) # m
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2 Man bathing in Pagosa Hot Spring, Colorado, in 1874.
&= <7 (Timothy O'Sullivan/National Archives and Records Administration) # m
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2 A distant view of Santa Fe, New Mexico in 1873.
(Timothy O'Sullivan/National Archives and Records Administration) # m
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28 Alta City, Little Cottonwood, Utah, ca. 1873. (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # m
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29 Cathedral Mesa, Colorado River, Arizona, 1871. (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # m
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3 Big Cottonwood Canyon, Utah, in 1869. Note man and horse near the bridge at bottom right.
~2 W (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # mi
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3 Rock formations in the Washakie Badlands, Wyoming, in 1872. A survey member stands at lower right for scale.
~2 B (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # =
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32 Oak Grove, White Mountains, Sierra Blanca, Arizona in 1873.
~7 &= (Timothy O'Sullivan/National Archives and Records Administration) # m
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3 Shoshone Falls, Idaho, in 1868. Shoshone Falls, near present-day Twin Falls, Idaho, is 212 feet high, and flows

over a rim 1,000 feet wide. (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # m
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3 The south side of Inscription Rock (now El Morro National Monument), in New Mexico in 1873. Note the small
figure of a man standing at bottom center. The prominent feature stands near a small pool of water, and has been
a resting place for travelers for centuries. Since at least the 17th century, natives, Europeans, and later American
pioneers carved names and messages into the rock face as they paused. In 1906, a law was passed, prohibiting
further carving. (Timothy O'Sullivan/Library of Congress) # m
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The life of Timothy H. O'Sullivan - Tucson Weekly, March, 2003
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Timothy H. O'Sullivan - Wikipedia entry

Recommend 8.5k  Tweet < 1,488 Previous gallery | Next gallery | View All Back to top

Recent Entries


http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/05/the-american-west-150-years-ago/100304/#img34
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/05/the-american-west-150-years-ago/100304/#img34
http://cdn.theatlantic.com/static/infocus/west052412/w36_0010060u.jpg
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theatlantic.com%2Finfocus%2F2012%2F05%2Fthe-american-west-150-years-ago%2F100304%2F&source=tweetbutton&text=The%20American%20West%2C%20150%20Years%20Ago%20-%20In%20Focus%20-%20The%20Atlantic&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theatlantic.com%2Finfocus%2F2012%2F05%2Fthe-american-west-150-years-ago%2F100304%2F
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theatlantic.com%2Finfocus%2F2012%2F05%2Fthe-american-west-150-years-ago%2F100304%2F
http://www.tucsonweekly.com/tucson/the-life-of-timothy-h-osullivan/Content?oid=1071872
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/search/?q=timothy+o%27sullivan+%22expedition+photographs%22+NOT+%22Civil+war%22&sp=1&st=gallery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timothy_H._O%27Sullivan
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/05/one-year-since-the-joplin-tornado/100303/
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/05/where-in-the-world-part-3-a-google-earth-puzzle/100305/
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/05/the-american-west-150-years-ago/100304/#articleTop

{g"(f‘

Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2012 Scenes From 21st-Century China

In Focus is updated with new photo stories nearly every day, checkout the Archives.
Follow along on Twitter, Google+, Facebook, or Tumblr — or subscribe to updates with RSS or Email

Join the Discussion

Like 1 person liked this.

Add New Comment Login

I Type your comment here.

Real-time updating is paused. (Resume)

Showing 2 comments [ Sort by newest first  *
! Smitty
Magnificent!
1 month ago Like Reply

l Arthur Griffith

Spectacular images from a different time.

|C
=
)
I§
)

1 month ago

XX Subscribe by email |\ RSS

blog comments powered by DISQUS

Just In

Armin Rosen 5:41 PM ET

What Are the Odds That Israel Just Attacked Sudan?

Voices


http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/10/fall-is-in-the-air-part-ii/100393/
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/10/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-2012/100392/
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/10/scenes-from-21st-century-china/100391/
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/05/the-american-west-150-years-ago/100304/#
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/05/the-american-west-150-years-ago/100304/#
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/05/the-american-west-150-years-ago/100304/#
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/05/the-american-west-150-years-ago/100304/#
http://in-focus.disqus.com/the_american_west_150_years_ago_80/latest.rss
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/archives/
https://twitter.com/#!/in_focus
https://plus.google.com/107085352415573984468
http://www.facebook.com/Atlantic.In.Focus
http://atlanticinfocus.tumblr.com/
http://feeds.feedburner.com/theatlantic/infocus
http://www.theatlantic.com/lightbox/newsletter/?infocus=1
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/05/the-american-west-150-years-ago/100304/#
http://disqus.com/
http://www.theatlantic.com/armin-rosen/
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/10/what-are-the-odds-that-israel-just-attacked-sudan/264082/
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/05/the-american-west-150-years-ago/100304/#
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/05/the-american-west-150-years-ago/100304/#
http://disqus.com/guest/1c12339f031e650d5859518b2580975c/
http://disqus.com/guest/689f79146ad70b674c6d81ad6bae9f94/

. & Derek Thompson

The Dark Side of Facebook's Triumphant Da

5:05 PM ET

. ﬁ Ta-Nehisi Coates

Stuff Black People Who Like White People Like

4:45 PM ET

. QL Alexis C. Madrigal

Does Higher Energy Consumption Cause Greater...

12:40 PM ET

w!
. E »_James Fallows

Inside Foxconn #5: Food

6:29 AM ET

1
. 43; Robert Wright

Why Romney Is the War Candidate

Oct 23,2012

. Garance Franke-Ruta

The Best Ladv GOTY Video of 2012, Starring Lena...

Oct 23,2012

. 41 Jeffrey Goldberg

Did the 'Neocon Puppet Masters' Get Outflanked by...

Oct 23,2012

. ..‘ Clive Crook

An Inconsequential Debate

Oct 23,2012

. tm Steve Clemons

YP Debate: Where Was the Gay-Marriage Question?

Oct 12,2012

On Newsstands Now

Subscribe and SAVE 59%
10 issues JUST $2.45/COPY

FIRST NAME


http://www.theatlantic.com/derek-thompson/
http://www.theatlantic.com/derek-thompson/
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2012/10/the-dark-side-of-facebooks-triumphant-day/264078/
http://www.theatlantic.com/ta-nehisi-coates/
http://www.theatlantic.com/ta-nehisi-coates/
http://www.theatlantic.com/personal/archive/2012/10/stuff-black-people-who-like-white-people-like/264071/
http://www.theatlantic.com/alexis-madrigal/
http://www.theatlantic.com/alexis-madrigal/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/10/does-higher-energy-consumption-cause-greater-economic-output/264047/
http://www.theatlantic.com/james-fallows/
http://www.theatlantic.com/james-fallows/
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/10/inside-foxconn-5-food/264033/
http://www.theatlantic.com/robert-wright/
http://www.theatlantic.com/robert-wright/
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/10/why-romney-is-the-war-candidate/264029/
http://www.theatlantic.com/garance-franke-ruta/
http://www.theatlantic.com/garance-franke-ruta/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2012/10/the-best-lady-gotv-video-of-2012-starring-lena-dunham-and-lesley-gore/264021/
http://www.theatlantic.com/jeffrey-goldberg/
http://www.theatlantic.com/jeffrey-goldberg/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2012/10/did-the-neocon-puppet-masters-get-outflanked-by-romney/264020/
http://www.theatlantic.com/clive-crook/
http://www.theatlantic.com/clive-crook/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2012/10/an-inconsequential-debate/263980/
http://www.theatlantic.com/steve-clemons/
http://www.theatlantic.com/steve-clemons/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2012/10/vp-debate-where-was-the-gay-marriage-question/263535/

LAST NAME
ADDRESS 1
ADDRESS 2
CITY

| STATE + | ZIP

EMAIL

James Bennet on campaign finance, James Parker on 50 Shades of Grey, a special report on American schools, and more

Subscribe Help

Faq

Follow the Atlantic
Masthead

Store

Merchandise

Jobs

Educational Program
Privacy Policy

Site Map
Terms & Conditions

Advertise

Press

Contact Us
Special Reports
Atlantic Scene
Events

Copyright © 2012 by The Atlantic Monthly Group. All Rights Reserved.
CDN powered by Edgecast Networks.


http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/
http://www.theatlantic.com/subscribe-help/
http://www.theatlantic.com/faq/
http://www.theatlantic.com/follow-the-atlantic/
http://www.theatlantic.com/masthead/
http://www.theatlantic.com/emporium/
http://www.theatlantic.com/store/
http://www.theatlantic.com/jobs/
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/
http://www.theatlantic.com/privacy-policy/
http://www.theatlantic.com/site-map/
http://www.theatlantic.com/terms-and-conditions/
http://advertising.theatlantic.com/
http://www.theatlantic.com/press-release/
http://www.theatlantic.com/contact/
http://www.theatlantic.com/special-report/
http://www.theatlantic.com/social-gallery/
http://events.theatlantic.com/
http://www.edgecast.com/

