Invocation, Thanksgiving And Petitions

West Point Society Luncheon
05 June 2008, Seattle

Almighty God, Father and Mother of the universe, attend our prayers.

Thank you for the beauty of the earth and the glory of the accomplishments
of men and of nations, especially those of our beloved mother country, the
United States of America.

Thank you for all who make life good and fun and holy and virtuous.

Thank you for our wonderful motherland, her superb Constitution, her deep
religious heritage, her spirit of generosity, her eagerness to work, her
commitment to the principle of deservedness and her esteem for
professional competence.

Today these our motherland’s accomplishments are mocked by
calumniators foreign and domestic.

Abandon us not to their confusion. Give us strength to hold our
consciousness bound to truth. Deliver us from all the easy speeches that

comfort cruel men. Give us courage to laugh at the antics of claques.

As she always does, our motherland calls her sons, daughters and friends
of The Long Gray Line to protect her Constitution, to preserve her integrity,
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to uphold her honor and to establish her security on the immutable pillars of
truth, righteousness, peace, love and non-violence.

Fill West Point and The Long Gray Line with thirst for high character and
deep learning. Confirm in them resolve to fulfill their duty and accomplish
their missions.

Fill our fellow citizens and indeed the whole world with gratitude for the
values and mission of West Point and the noble intentions of American men

and women at arms.

Our hearts rise up in gratitude to you for this time together with one
another, members and friends of The Long Gray Line.

Amen.

As A Benediction

Almighty God, Father and Mother of the universe,

Thank you for the beauty of the earth and the glory of the accomplishments
of men and of nations, especially those of our beloved mother country, the
United States of America.

Thank you for all who make life good and fun and holy and virtuous.

Thank you for our wonderful motherland, her superb Constitution, her deep
religious heritage, her spirit of generosity, her eagerness to work, her

commitment to the principle of deservedness and her esteem for
professional competence.
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As she always does, our motherland calls her sons, daughters and friends
of The Long Gray Line to protect her Constitution, to preserve her integrity,
to uphold her honor and to establish her security on the immutable pillars of
truth, righteousness, peace, love and non-violence.

Bless West Point and The Long Gray Line and fill them with thirst for high

character and deep learning. Confirm in them resolve to fulfill their duty
and accomplish their missions.

Bless our fellow citizens and fill them and indeed the whole world with
gratitude for the values and mission of West Point and the noble intentions

of American men and women at arms.

Our hearts rise up in gratitude to you for this time together with one
another, members and friends of The Long Gray Line.

Amen.
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